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other names/site number 

2. location 
street & number State Road 1443 
city, town Grassy Creek 
state North Carolina codeNC 

Ownership of Property 

[i] private o public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

county Granville 

Category of Property 

D building(s) 
~district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Archltectural Resources of, Granville 
CQ1Jnty, North Caroljna 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

ItIZ1l:not for publication 
1XJ vicinity 

code 077 zip code27S07 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
6 buildings 
1 sites 
3 structures 

___ objects 
10 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
CXXnomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Place d me ts the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

prop ~ d' es not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. .(~ 
. (,29-6:0 

Signature of certifying official Date 
State Historic Preser 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

property is: 

o entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) _______ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
AgrlcUlture/Subslstence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter cate~ories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwel~ing 
AgrlcUlture!Subslstence 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

fou ndation _s_t_°_n.,e,---,-__ .--_________ _ 
walls ___ w_e_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_d _________ _ 

roof ______ m_e_t_a~I----------------------------
other _____ ~_lO_o_d _______________________ _ 

stone 

~ See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

The f 0 ,.", fIl e r'\ L. e wi!::; W i rn b ish r::1 1 c;\ n tat ion i s n est 1 e dam ids t the 
streams and fields that historically watered and served it. R 
P a v e d),"' 0 c;\ d d e fin to:' !:3 its sou t h (::) r"' ''', b 0 IJ n c.i a ).-. y , c:\ fen e e C IJ t t h r-' 0 ugh 
fields its eastern edge and a branch of Spewmarrow Creek its 
nCI)·"'t her"n 1 i I'll it. Once bOr"'der-'ed by Gr"'assy Cr"'E~ek to t,he vJest, its 
""'each i'n that d i )'"'eet ion is , .... 'ow r"'E~!:;t r"'a i ned by the 320 foot 
elevation line that is the high water mark of the John Kerr 
I~ e s e r"' v 0 i )""' . rJ n a ).-. i s e y, e a ).-. the !::; 0 u t h we 5 t e)""' n ).", e a c h oft he f 0)""' mer"' 
plantation stands a generously scaled and exceptionally well
finished and well-maintained, Greek Revival style plantation 
house. To its sides and north-facing rear are an original, 
neatly detailed, plaster-walled privy and a complement of early 
twentieth century, tobacco era outbuildings. On a second rise at 
the property's northwestern arm, within site of cultivated fields 
and the occasional high rise of the reservoir, is a one-room 
plan, plantation era, former dwelling that pre-dates the 1850s 
main house. 

Low hip roofs cover the two-story, heavy timber frame, T
p lay, m a i n h 0 use and its f)""' 0 n t PO)· ... tic 0 • T his po)""' tic 0 ~ vJ h i c h 
shades the central entry bay of the three-bay front facade, is 
formed of four round columns and two pilasters, all of which are 
fluted. It is one of the most fully realized, Greek Revival 
style porticos in the county. Columns of less robust 
p )"-' 0 po)"-' t ion s , p r"' a b a b 1 Y 1 ate r-' add ed, sup P CI)'-' t the ell po r"' c h tot h e 
east. 

Wide sash windows, eight-over-twelve downstairs and eight
over-eight above, light both the front block and its centered, 
two-story, rear ell. Their simple rectilinear surrounds contrast 
with the front entry, the sidelights, transom and double doors of 
which are set in a fluted surround complete with bull's-eye 
cornerblocks. Large cut stones form the raised foundation of the 
house and the bases of its stone and brick end chimneys. Though 
a large structure from the first, a second two-story ell was 
added to the rear of the main block, extending straight back from 
the tal 1 e)"" , 0 r"' i ~~ ina 1 ell" 

Careful attention was paid to the woodwork of the house's 
i n t e)'"' i 0)"" , the t h),"' e (-:? dow n s t a i)· ... sa)"', d t h r"' e e ups t a i , .... s r"' 0 0 rn S 0 f w h i c h 
are divided by a wide central hallway. The hall is handsomely 
f' i n ish ed, wit hit s t (:\ lIb a s e boa r"' d 5 , and i; her"' i 5 e )'-. 5 0 fit s wid e 
st a i r"'way, rllar"'b 1 e j, zed. The wide sf~ven-pane 1 doo)'"'s \.-'Jh i ch open off 
of it - each arranged with a single horizontal panel set between 
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t h 'r-' eel 0 n ~l , ve ,.-. tic alp a n e 1 san d t h ,.-. e E' s h 0"-' t e Y' , low E~ 'r'" 0 n e s - a 'r-' e 
set i n flu ted s u 'r-' 'r-' 0 un d s top p e d wit h b u 1 1 'J !:-3 -- f..? Y e co,· ... n f? 'r'" b 1 0 c 1·( S • The 
craftsman who decorated the woodwork of the hall was also set to 
work in the other rooms, marbleizing post and lintel mantels and 
molded baseboards. The original extent of marbleizing is not 
known, for much of the interior woodwork is hidden beneath later 
coats of paintu 

A varied group of outbuildings are arrayed to the sides and 
'r'" e a 'r'" 0 f the h 0 use [II A II 01"1 at t a c h e d s 1-( etc h rn a p JuT he e a}""' 1 i est i s 
the oldest known privy [BJ in the county. Pegged together, the 
antebellum building has boxed cornices and a gable front entry 
that leads into a plaster-walled interior, outfitted for four 
visitors, cheek to cheek. Two other unusual outbuildings, raised 
early in the twentieth century, stand to the house's rear: a 
narrow, frame structure, shaded by an expansive hipped roof 
supported by columns, said locally to have been built as a dog 
house CDJ; and a large, frame, hipped roof barn with corner 
pilasters and a gabled, front overhang [EJ. The other 
outbuildings to ths house's rear, built in the early twentieth 
century, include a frame stable [GJ and corn crib [FJ, and a 
tobacco barn [HJ and chicken house [CJ built of log. 

Perhaps the most unusual outbuilding on the property is the 
former dwelling [IJ at its northwestern edge. Referred to 
1 0 cally as the II 0 V e}"'" see}""" s h 0 use, II i t ~" a s;; b u i J. teen'" ]. i e}"'" i nth e 
nineteenth century than the main house. A mortise and tenon 
structure built on a one-room-and-loft plan, it is vacant and has 
later shed rooms added to its western side and south-facing rear. 
1 t 'r'" eta ins a s i g n i f i c a 1"1 t po}"'" t ion 0 fit s fin e fin ish, howe v e .,.-.. , . 
including a cut stone chimney similar to that of the main house, 
a raised panel door beneath its boxed stair, plaster walls and a 
t ,. ... a n sit ion a I G eo}"'" 9 ian / Fed f..:?}"'" a 1 sty 1 e m a 1"1 tel a 1"1 din t e}"'" i 0 'r'" 

S IJ 'r"' }" ... 0 un d s . 



has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide 5U locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria WA DB [j[] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) DAD B Dc D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of S&nificance 
circa 1b)O to 1937 

c~yxrai Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 
unknovm 

Significant Oa~s 
Clrca l~)U 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[Xl See continuation sheet 
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STAT~~ OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The virtually unaltered dwelling of Lewis Wimbish is 
significant as one of the most finely finished and complete Greek 
Revival style properties in Granville County. (See associated 
Property Type 2 - Greek Revival and Romantic Style Dwellings) 
Coupled with its purported overseer's house - a one-room plan, 
transitional Georgian/Federal style dwelling that predates it 
and its original, neatly finished privy and bordering streams and 
fie 1 d s , i t e v 01..(. e s 1 i f eon 01'"1 e 0 f the co un t y' s 1 a .. " g e .. " p I a )"'1 tat ion S 

in the decade prior to the Civil War. (See associated Historic 
Context 1 - The Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865, 
and associated Property Type 6 - Outbuildings) In company with 
its variety of log and frame, early twentieth century 
outbuildings, it is also evocative of life on a bright leaf 
tobacco era farm. (See associated Historic Context 2 - Bright 
Lea f To b a C C 0 and R u )-" a 1 (3 .. " a n v ill e Co un t y ~ 1 866 - 1 '3:3 7 , and 
associated Property Type 6 - Outbuildings) The property has been 
in use as a traditional bright leaf tobacco farm within the past 
50 years; its perIod of significance has been assigned a closing 
date of 1937, hOWEver, because it has not achieved exceptional 
importance within the past half century. 

In 1850, a year before his death at the age of 36, Lewis 
Wimbish purchased for $7,000 a 736 acre tract of land upon which 
he almost certainly erected the plantation's handsome Greek 
Revival style dwelling [Deed Book 16, Page 123J. He apparently 
spared no efforts on his house, which was given one of the finest 
21)"'1 d m 0 s t co fIl pIe t e c I ass i cal po .. " tic 0 s i 'n the co u 1"'1 t y, cut s t 0)'1 e and 
b ..... i c I-<. chi rl1 n e y s ~ g enE,' .. " 0 U sly s cal e d ..... 0 0 rl1 s , v-J i 1"'1 dow ~3 a 1"'1 d d 00 Y' S , and 
handsomely crafted and marbleized interior woodwork. A wealthy 
man at his death, Wimbish was credited with owning 21 slaves i~ 
the 1850 federal census. In 1860 his estate sold his plantation 
of 730 acres to Thomas R. Carrington for $14,000 [Deed Bool-<. 21, 
Page 142J. Carrington - who owned 15 slaves housed in six slave 
d weI 1 i 1"', g sin the dis t ) .... i c t 0 f the h 0 use at the t a I-<. i 1"'1 g 0 f the 1 860 
federal census - added an additional 250 acres to the plantation, 
at the cost of $5o} 050, in 1863 [Deed Bool-<. 21, Page 608]. 

In 1905, Lizzie T. Carrington, Carrington's widow, sold the 
980 acre farm to George H. Everall of New Yorl-<. for the much 
)"'educed SUi'll of $5,000 [Deed Bool-<. 5(:3, Page 360J. Eve)· ... all is 
C )-... e d i ted 1 0 cal 1 y wit h h a v i 1"'1 [~ b U i 1 t the u 'n us u a 1 OJ co J. urn 1"'1 ed, dog 
house to the main house's rear. [lJ The property passed through 
a number of further hands early in the century CDeed Boo I-<. 71, 
Page 436 (1916); Deed Book 76, Page 310 (191'3); Deed Book 80, 
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Page 404 (1922)J until the tract including the house and land 
historically associated with the plantation was purchased in 1931 
by F)-'" e d L. Pit ten'" d , i t!:;i. P ) .... e sen t 0 vJ n e)-'" [ Dee d Boo k 9~::: , P age 1 20 J • 
Pittard continued to raise bright leaf tobacco on the farm using 
traditional methods and outbuildings into the 1950s. 

[ 1 :I I y, t e)-'" vie w wit h F::)-'" e d L_ • Pit t C':n'" d , F €-:") b)-'" u en'" y ~ :l 987 . 
has lived in the house for 56 years, possesses a 
detailed memory concerning his house and others in 
the i)-'" owne)-"'s. He vJa!::; bo)-"'n i 1'", the a)-"'ea in the 18905. 

Pit t a)--'d, 
p)''''ec i se 

the a)· ... e3 

vJho 
and 
and 



Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Interview "lith Fred L. Pittard, February, 1987. 

United States Manuscript Censuses. ~licrofilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record# ________________________________ __ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property approxlillately 31 acres 

UTM References 
A LLJ I I I I 

Zone Easting 

C LLJ 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

I I I I 
Northing 

I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[KJ State historic preseNation 'office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ I I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LLJ I I I I 

[!J See continuation sheet 

[!J See continuation sheet 

OSee continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

name/title Marvin A. Brmvn Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon Historian 
organization Granville County- Oxford Historic Survey date -=8:....!/-=1::....:7-!..1-=8::....:7 _____________________ _ 

street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephone -=9::....:1=-.::9:.-.---=6~9-=3_-_=1_=4..:::._9=1 ______ _ 
city or town Oxf ord state N. C . zip code 27565 
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~ T I~!.... R E E.s..E< E.!~t~J~J?_ 

Zone Easting "'-Io)· ... t hi ng Zone East i n~] l\Ior ... t hi ng 

A 17 715110 ,-~<),-,·'-,·700 F 17 71 ~=S680 L,·(lt.,·4450 

B 17 715050 40'-1-'+7'-1-0 C' ::'1 17 7156C~O '+ (> ,-,. LI- ,3 ~~~ (> 

C 17 7:1.5590 '-1-0'-,·'-1-550 H 17 71 57i:;::0 '-I-OL1-4290 

D 17 715880 '-1-0'-1-4LI-70 I :1.7 715730 '+OLI-LI-21 0 

E 17 7:1. ~5900 '+OL,.L,·3'+0 J' 17 7150'+0 L,·(lt.,·t.,·230 

Beginning at point A~ 17 716110 4044700 on the USGS polygon, 
where the fence l.ine marked on the USGS map meets the southern 
bank of the branch of Spewmarrow Creek, continuing west 
ap pr"'OX i rna tel y (-350 feet to po i y·,t B = 17 716050 t.,.(>LI-LI-740· on the 
pol Y g 0 n , w hey' e the sou the ) .... )", ban k 0 f the b r'" a n c h of S p e ItJ rn a y" Y' 0 W 

C r'" e e 1-<. me e t s the ,320 'f 0 0 tel e vat ion 1 i )", e ( the h i 9 h w ate r'" mar'" k 0 f 
the John H. Kerr Reservoir identified on the USGS rnap). 
Con tin u i n g sou t h we s.; t f r" 0 m poi n t 13 , a 1 0 )", g the 320 'f 0 0 tel e v (:\ t ion 
], i n e , a p p r" 0 x i rn ate 1 y 1 1 (> (> fee t top 0 i n t G: :I. 7 7], 552 (> 't (I 4'-1-,3 c: 0 0 n 
the polygon where the 320 foot elevation line meets the tree 
line. Continuing from point G in a straight line southeast 
a p p r"' 0 x i mat ely 3 (> <) fee t , a 1 0)", ~d the e d 9 e 0 f 'c hew 0 0 d s , top 0 i ntH: . 
17 715720 4044290 on the polygon, where the tree line turns 
sou t h . Con tin u i n!;J f r"' 0 m poi ntH 0 nth f.? pol Y L:;! 0 n ina !:; t )''' a i g h t 
line south approximately 375 feet to point I: 17 715730 4044210 
on the polygon, where the tree line meets the north sjde of state 
Road 1443. Continuing from point I east approximately 900 feet, 
along the north side of State Road 1443 to point J: 17 716040 
4044230 on the polygon, where the fence line meets the north side 
of state Road 1443. Continuing from point J in a straight line 
nOr"' t hap p r'" 0 >{ i I'll ate 1 y 1 6 (> (l fee t , a 1 0 n g the fen c eli n e fIl a r" ked 0 nth e 
USGS map, to the point of origin. 
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Approximately 31 acres that include the dwelling~ 

outbuildings, and cultivated fields that have been a historic 
part of the property, maintain historic integrity, a~d convey the 
property's historic setting are being nominated for the National 
Register. Some of the property has been excluded because it is 
not known with certainty to be historically associated with the 
house or because it is now woodland and is no longer used for 
farm production. In the latter case the land use has 
substantially changed so that it no longer contributes to the 
historic integrity or historic significance of the property as a 
plantation era or bright leaf era farm. 

The n o~'" the~'" Yf b 0 un d a ~ ... y , f ~ ... 0 m U T M poi Yf t sAt 0 B ') inc 1 u des the 
out b u i 1 din gsa Yf d fie 1 d s t 0 its sou t h a lr f d ex c 1 u des p Y' 0 pel· ... t y t hat 
is not known with certainty to be historically associated with 
the house to its north. The western boundary, from UTM points B 
to G, includes the outbuildings and dwelling to its east and 
excludes property outside of the owner's property line to its 
west. The remainder of the western boundary, from UTM points G 
to Hand H to I, includes the outbuildings and dwelling to its 
east and excludes woodland to its west. The southern boundary, 
from UTM points I to J, includes the dwelling and fields to its 
north and excludes property outside of the owner's propert~ line 
t 0 its sou t h . The e a s t e~'" n b 0 un d a I· ... y , f ...... 0 ff1 U T M poi n t s J t 0 A, 
includes the fields to its east and excludes property that falls 
outside of the owner's property line to its west. 
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